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At its semiannual meetings, the HEART Group considers
matters of common interest and the adoption of similar
policies. At its November 1996 meeting, the Group considered
guidelines and policies relative to redundant publication. For
this purpose, redundant publication is defined by the sections
reprinted below from “Uniform Requirements for Manu-
scripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals” (1):
Redundant or Duplicate Publication
Redundant or duplicate publication is publication of a
paper that overlaps substantially with one already published.
Readers of primary source periodicals deserve to be able to
trust that what they are reading is original unless there is a clear
statement that the article is being republished by the choice of
the author and editor. The bases of this position are interna-
tional copyright laws, ethical conduct, and cost-effective use of
resources.
Most journals do not wish to receive papers on work that
has already been reported in large part in a published article or
is contained in another paper that has been submitted or
accepted for publication elsewhere, in print or in electronic
media. This policy does not preclude the journal from consid-
ering a paper that has been rejected by another journal, or a
complete report that follows publication of a preliminary report
such as an abstract or poster displayed for colleagues at a
professional meeting. Nor does it prevent journals from con-
sidering a paper that has been presented at a scientific meeting
but not published in full or that is being considered for
publication in a proceedings or similar format. Press reports of
scheduled meetings will not usually be regarded as breaches of
this rule, but such reports should not be amplified by additional
data or copies of tables and illustrations.
When submitting a paper, an author should always make a
full statement to the editor about all submissions and previous
reports that might be regarded as redundant or duplicate
publication of the same or very similar work. The author should
alert the editor if the work includes subjects about whom a
previous report has been published. Any such work should be
referred to and referenced in the new paper. Copies of such
material should be included with the submitted paper to help
the editor decide how to deal with the matter.
If redundant or duplicate publication is attempted or occurs
without such notification, authors should expect editorial action
to be taken. At the least, prompt rejection of the manuscript
should be expected. If the editor was not aware of the violations
and the article has already been published, then a notice of
redundant or duplicate publication will probably be published
with or without the author’s explanation or approval.
Preliminary release, usually to public media, of scientific
information described in a paper that has been accepted but not
yet published violates the policies of many journals. In a few
cases, and only by arrangement with the editor, preliminary
release of data may be acceptable—for example, if there is a
public health emergency.
Acceptable Secondary Publication
Secondary publication in the same or another language,
especially in other countries, is justifiable, and can be beneficial,
provided all of the following conditions are met:
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● The authors have received approval from the editors of both
journals; the editor concerned with secondary publication
must have a photocopy, reprint, or manuscript of the primary
version.
● The priority of the primary publication is respected by a
publication interval of at least one week (unless specifically
negotiated otherwise by both editors).
● The paper for secondary publication is intended for a differ-
ent group of readers; an abbreviated version could be suffi-
cient.
● The secondary version reflects faithfully the data and inter-
pretations of the primary version.
● A footnote on the title page of the secondary version informs
readers, peers, and documenting agencies that the paper has
been published in whole or in part and states the primary
reference. A suitable footnote might read: “This article is
based on a study first reported in the [title of journal, with full
reference].”
Permission of such secondary publication should be free of
charge.
Instances of redundant publication in any of the member
journals will be shared with the HEART Group. In cases of
egregious duplication, the Journal of the American College of
Cardiology may wish to impose sanctions, notify editors of
other English language cardiovascular journals or notify the
authors’ dean, departmental chairman or scientific advisor. A
similar notice is being published in all the journals listed above
and becomes effective immediately.
Reference
1. International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. Uniform requirements
for manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals. N Engl J Med 1997;336:
309–15.
317JACC Vol. 30, No. 1 PARMLEY
July 1997:316–7 EDITOR’S PAGE
